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Internationally renowned researcher to lead medical research peak body 
 
Professor Brendan Crabb has been elected President of the Association of Australian Medical Research 
Institutes (AAMRI) and will lead the organisation for the next 2 years as the medical research sector faces 
some of the most significant strategic challenges to its future. 
 
AAMRI is the peak body for Australia’s 41 independent medical research institutes, which collectively 
manage an estimated $700 million in health and medical research funds each year, and employ more than 
8,000 staff and students. 

Professor Crabb is a research scientist and the Director and CEO of the Burnet Institute in Melbourne. 
Professor Crabb’s expertise is in the study of infectious diseases, particularly those affecting the developing 
world. His own special interest is the development of a malaria vaccine and the identification of new targets 
for therapeutic intervention. In this regard he is the current Chair of the US-based Malaria Vaccine Science 
Portfolio Advisory committee, the oversight group for the major malaria vaccines under clinical 
development. 

Professor Crabb said he was honoured to be elected to lead AAMRI at such a pivotal time for Australian 
medical research. 

“We have a big job ahead of us with the government’s review of the medical research sector due later this 
year and ongoing pressure on research budgets,” he said. 

“Australia has an incredibly vibrant, productive and talented research community and we punch well above 
our weight in medical research, but there’s work to be done if we want to retain our position on the 
international stage. 

“Investment in a strong health and medical research sector is an investment in the health and wealth of all 
Australians.” 

Professor Crabb holds Professorial appointments at The University of Melbourne and Monash Universities. 
Until his appointment as Director of the Burnet Institute he was a Senior Principal Research Fellow of the 
National Health & Medical Research Council of Australia, and an International Research Fellow of the US-
based Howard Hughes Medical Institute.  

With a strong interest in education, the former lecturer in the Department of Microbiology and Immunology 
at The University of Melbourne is currently involved in educational activities for high school students and 
teachers through the Gene Technology Access Centre. He also has a long-standing involvement in building 
the capacity of malaria and researchers in the developing world. 

Professor Crabb was the Editor-in-Chief of the world’s leading parasitology research journal the International 
Journal for Parasitology from 2006 to 2009.  -ENDS - 
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The facts: Australian medical research  

 An estimated 75% of Australians have a long term health condition, and it is estimated that health and ageing will 
account for almost half the government spend by 2050 (AIHW; Treasury);   

 Every dollar invested in Australian health and medical research returns on average $2.17 in health benefits 
(ASMR); 

 Australia’s medicines industry has annual exports worth $4B; it is Australia’s most valuable high technology export 
industry, with almost four times the exports of electronics (ABS; OECD). 

 Investment in the NHMRC between 2000-2010 is projected to have saved $966 million in direct/indirect costs to 
the health system, with a further $6B in gains linked to increased well-being from NHMRC investment over the 
decade (ASMR); 

 Approximately 23,000 people are employed in Australian health and medical research (NSW Review); 

 More than 8,000 staff and students conduct research at Australia’s independent medical research institutes 
(MRIs); 

 Seven Nobel prizes in medicine have been awarded to Australians; 

 In 2011 the Australian government invested 0.09% of GDP in medical research, compared with 0.31% in the US 
and 0.11% in the OECD (OECD); 

 Australia – including Commonwealth and State/Territory governments, business, and charities/philanthropy – 
invests $4B in medical research each year.  Of this, business accounts for $1.2B; 

 The National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC), the main source of government investment in health 
and medical research, spent $754M on research in 2011. This is equivalent to $33 per capita (NHMRC); 

 Australia represents 0.3 per cent of the world’s population, spends 1.1 per cent of the global health research 
dollars but produces 2.5 to 3 per cent of the world’s medical research outputs (publications). 

Major Australian research success stories 

 Cochlear implant/bionic ear for profound deafness 

 IVF technology 

 Heart pacemaker 

 Gardasil – vaccine against the human papilloma virus, the cause of cervical cancer 

 Discovery that spina bifida can be prevented through a diet in early pregnancy rich in folate 

 Use of colony-stimulating factors in the treatment of over 10 million cancer patients 

 Relenza – the anti-influenza drug 

 The humidicrib 

 Resmed – the Continuous Positive Airway Pressure (CPAP) technology for treatment of sleep apnoea, sleep-
disordered breathing and other respiratory disorders 

Promising research currently underway 

 Mesoblast – conducting clinical trials of adult stem cell therapies for conditions including congestive heart failure, 
heart attacks, spinal fusion and bone marrow regeneration 

 Starpharma – nanotechnology being developed to prevent the transmission of sexually transmitted infections and 
the delivery of drug treatments 

 A highly promising drug to slow the progress of Alzheimer’s disease 

 Malaria vaccine 

 Early prototype bionic eye (Bionics Institute/Royal Victorian Eye and Ear Hospital/ Centre for Eye Research 
Australia) 

 Vaccine against streptococcus responsible for rheumatic fever in Aboriginal populations 

 New strategy to control mosquitos that carry dengue fever virus 

 A new treatment for Type 2 Diabetes 

 Coeliac disease vaccine  

 Multiple new targeted cancer therapies 


