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Medical research sector welcomes Coalition support  
 
The Association of Australian Medical Research Institutes (AAMRI), the peak body for Australia’s 41 
independent medial research institutes, has welcomed the Coalition’s announcement today that they 
would protect medical research funding. 
 
“A commitment to Australian medical research is a commitment to the future health and prosperity of 
all Australians,” said AAMRI President, Professor Brendan Crabb. 
 
Professor Crabb said today’s strong commitment by the Coalition to maintaining Australia’s investment 
in medical research is an important acknowledgement of the vital role research plays in the country’s 
future. 
 
“Government investment in research helps to keep Australian people, and our economy, healthy in the 
long run, so we welcome the Coalition’s announcement today. 
 
“With Government expenditure on health predicted to increase five-fold by 2050, we urgently need to 
reduce the burden of disease of an ageing population, and improve the effectiveness of health care.  
 
“This doesn’t happen by accident.  New knowledge that contributes to disease prevention and 
treatments is required to improve Australia’s health services and protect our quality of life,” Professor 
Crabb said.  
 
Professor Crabb said the Coalition’s commitment offered the prospect of funding certainty for the 
sector, which could encourage further private sector investment and provide a strong incentive for 
Australian researchers to remain here rather than move overseas.   
 
“Australia gets a big ‘bang for its buck’ in our research spending – strong ongoing investment by 
successive governments has ensured we punch well above our weight worldwide in new discoveries.  
This investment delivers a huge return for our nation.” 
	  
Interview:  Professor Brendan Crabb, President of the Association of Australian Medical 
Research Institutes, is available for interview 
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Medical Research Facts 

• An estimated 75% of Australians have a long term health condition. 
• Health expenditure accounts for 16% ($61 billion) of the Australian Government budget, behind only 

social security and welfare at $131.7 billion, and three times expenditure on education ($29.6 billion).   
• Health and aged-related expenses are predicted to consume a crippling 50% of the annual Federal 

Budget by 2050 – currently they are at 25%. 
• Every dollar invested in Australian health and medical research returns on average $2.17 in health 

benefits. 
• Australia’s medicines industry has annual exports worth $4 billion; it is Australia’s most valuable high 

technology export industry, with almost four times the exports of electronics. 
• Investment in the NHMRC between 2000-2010 is projected to have saved $966 million in direct/indirect 

costs to the health system, with a further $6 billion in gains linked to increased wellbeing from NHMRC 
investment over the decade. 

• Approximately 23,000 people are employed in Australian health and medical research. 
• Australia produces approximately 3% of the world’s medical research publications from just 1.1% of the 

global spend on health research. 
• Australia is responsible for such success stories as the bionic ear, heart pacemaker, IVF technology, 

Gardasil (cervical cancer vaccine), humidicrib and Relenza (anti-influenza drug).  


