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1.  AAMRI news 

1.1  AAMRI submission on draft legislation affecting MRI Deductible Gift Recipient status 

The Exposure Draft of the 'Tax and Superannuation Laws Amendment (2014 Measures No. 3) 

Bill 2014: in Australia special conditions', affects the ability of medical research institutes to 

undertake overseas activities and retain their Deductible Gift Recipient status and tax exemptions, 

both vital to their viability.  

AAMRI's submission sets out issues with the draft legislation and recommends modifications to 

ensure medical research institutes are exempted from the 'solely in Australia' restrictions. 

AAMRI and Research Australia have had productive meetings with the Assistant Treasurer's Office, 

Treasury and the Department of Health on the draft legislation. We will keep you updated on 

progress. 

1.2  AAMRI opinion piece on the positives of five-year NHMRC grants 

Read AAMRI's opinion piece on how five-year grants could be a positive change for the 

medical research sector, written by Prof Brendan Crabb (AAMRI President) and Prof Doug Hilton 

(AAMRI President-elect). This opinion piece appeared in The Australian's Higher Ed section on 2 April 

2014. 

1.3  The Age article on funding for the indirect costs of research 

The Age's Science Editor, Bridie Smith, conducted an interview with some of Victoria's 

medical research institute directors on the issue of insufficient state government funding for 

the indirect costs of research. The Age article can be found here. Insufficient funding for the indirect 

costs of research, such as power bills, laboratory equipment and support staff salaries, is a key issue 

for medical research institutes in Victoria and throughout Australia.  

http://bit.ly/1rncoF8
http://bit.ly/1jVX9F7
http://bit.ly/R1fx28


2.  Government update              

2.1  National Commission of Audit report 

The National Commission of Audit's final report to the Federal Government will be released 

this Thurs 1 May at 2pm. The report has informed the upcoming federal budget, which will be 

released on Tues 13 May. AAMRI will provide a summary of initiatives in the Commission's report and 

the federal budget to members. 

2.2  Senate inquiry into Australia's innovation system 

The Senate Economics References Committee is undertaking an inquiry into Australia's 

innovation system. Submissions to the inquiry close 31 July. Further information, including the 

inquiry's terms of reference can be found on the committee's website. AAMRI plans to prepare a 

submission and will contact members in due course.  

2.3  Parliamentary Friends of Science 

A cross-party Parliamentary Friends of Science group has been re-established in Federal 

Parliament, including 90 Members of Parliament. The purpose of the group is to engage Members 

of Parliament in science and research, and to keep science on the agenda at a federal level. 

2.4  WA Government awards $8.7M in health and medical research funding 

WA Health Minister, The Hon Kim Hames, has announced the recipients of more than $8.7M of 

research funding from three health research funds. Read the media release.  

2.5  Qld Government invests $1M in Medical Research Commercialisation Fund 

The Qld Government will invest $1M over 3 years into the Medical Research Commercialisation 

Fund (MRCF), which provides funding to support the commercialisation of early-stage medical 

research from medical research institutes and hospitals. The MRCF is also supported by the NSW, 

Victorian, WA and Federal Governments. Read the media release.   

2.6  Victorian Government announces Global Health Melbourne Plan 

The Victorian Government announced its new Global Health Melbourne Plan today, including 

$17.8M over 3 years to take Victoria's health and aged care solutions and services to global 

markets. Further details of initiatives will be provided in July. Read about the plan here.  

 

3.  NHMRC & ARC 

3.1  $11.4 M in funding for NHMRC Partnership Projects 

The Health Minister announced a total of $11.4M in funding for 14 NHMRC Partnership Projects 

today. The grants provide funding for researchers and partner agencies to work together to define 

questions, undertake research and translate research findings into health policy and practice. 

Successful applicants are available here. 

3.2  NHMRC grants not for further consideration - researchers to be notified in June 

The NHMRC has indicated that researchers will be notified in June of grant applicants in the 

bottom 50%, which will not be further considered by grant review panels. This earlier notification 

is a positive step for the medical research sector. 

  

http://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Committees/Senate/Economics/Innovation_System
http://www.mediastatements.wa.gov.au/pages/StatementDetails.aspx?listName=StatementsBarnett&StatId=8232
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2014/4/17/funding-aids-lifesaving-snake-venom-research
http://dsdbi.vic.gov.au/what-we-do/promote-trade-and-industry/global-health-melbourne#utm_source=dsdbicorp/globalhealthmelbourneutm_medium=301ssredirect/globalhealthmelbourneutm_content=globalhealthmelbourne/globalhealthmelbourneutm_campaign=vanity-url
http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/_files_nhmrc/file/grants/funding/2014/partnership_projects_2013_third_call_funding_2014_140429.pdf


3.3  Draft NHMRC Information Paper on the evidence on homeopathy 

The NHMRC is seeking feedback on the draft Information Paper: Evidence on the effectiveness of 

homeopathy for treating health conditions, which provides a plain language summary of the NHMRC's 

assessment of the evidence on homeopathy. Submissions close 26 May. 

 

4.  Sector news 

4.1  Research Alliance calls for a long-term vision  for science  

The Research Alliance - including AAMRI and other Australian science and research peak 

bodies - met in Canberra on 15 April to discuss shared policies and issues. In the run up to the 

federal budget, the alliance issued a media release calling on the Federal Government to honour its 

election commitments and provide a stable, long-term vision for science and research. 

4.2  2014 Professional Scientist Remuneration Survey - *CALL FOR FEEDBACK* 

Science & Technology Australia, in conjunction with Professionals Australia, is undertaking its 

annual Professional Scientist Remuneration Survey. The anonymous survey is open until 30 May; 

you can participate online here. A summary of the results will be provided on Professional Australia's 

website later this year. 

4.3  Simon McKeon to give National Press Club speech, 11 June 

On 11 June, Simon McKeon AO, Chair of the Strategic Review of Health and Medical Research, 

will give a National Press Club speech in Canberra on the progress of the McKeon 

Review since its release in 2013. Further information and tickets are available here.  

4.4  New Chair at National Ageing Research Institute (NARI) 

Associate Professor Michael Murray has been appointed as Chair of NARI. Professor Murray is 

Director of Geriatric Medicine at St Vincent's Hospital and St George's Hospital, and is also Clinical 

Associate Professor at The University of Melbourne and Adjunct Associate Professor for evidence-

based care at La Trobe University. 

4.5  University Australia's Keep it Clever campaign 

The Keep it Clever campaign was launched in early April to drive conversation about the role 

of university education and research in creating the economy of the future. Universities 

Australia encourages people to sign a petition to support Australian universities. 

4.6  Westpac invests $100M to fund university education, research and innovation 

Westpac is setting up a new $100M fund to finance around 100 scholarships and awards a year 

from a range of disciplines for undergraduates, graduates and post-doctoral researchers. The 

scholarships will have a strong emphasis on innovation, technology, Asian study and assisting future 

leaders. Read Universities Australia's media release on the new fund.  

 

  

http://consultations.nhmrc.gov.au/public_consultations/homeopathy_health
http://consultations.nhmrc.gov.au/public_consultations/homeopathy_health
http://www.aamri.org/article/news/index/view/1/161
https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/2014-PA-STA-Scientist-Survey
https://zimbra.wehi.edu.au/%20http:/www.npc.org.au/speakers/simon-mckeon-ao.html
http://keepitclever.com.au/
https://www.universitiesaustralia.edu.au/news/media-releases/Congratulations-to-Westpac-for-helping-Australia--Keep-it-Clever-#.U2C1olfCYSM


5.  Reports and resources 

List of Australian Open Access Repositories The Australian Open Access Support Group 

(AOASG) has a useful list of Australian OA repositories, including repository contacts and software 

used. You may wish to check that your institute's repository is listed and check out the functionality of 

others' repositories. 

ARCS Australia professional development courses ARCS Australia is holding several training 

events throughout May in Sydney and Melbourne, including courses related to conducting clinical 

trials and for those involved in Medical Affairs. 

Planning & Managing Scientific Research: a guide for beginning researchers (e-

book) Published by ANU Press, this work is based on extensive scientific research and management 

experiences and is designed to provide an introduction to planning and managing scientific research 

for the beginning researcher.  

Academy of Science Early Career Researchers List Subscribe to this list to receive information on 

upcoming funding and training opportunities, as well as the quarterly newsletter Early Days, which 

includes updates from the Early-Mid Career Researcher (EMCR) Forum. 

IP Toolkit for Collaboration Public Consultation is underway on a proposed IP Toolkit for 

Collaboration. The toolkit is intended to help collaborative parties to navigate more easily through 

intellectual property negotiations. Feedback on the toolkit is due by 23 May. 

Australian Intellectual Property Report 2014 IP Australia has launched this overview of Australia's 

IP system and how we compare globally. The report provides an analysis of the role of IP in our 

economy, the activity of Australian businesses and emerging IP trends. 

Healthcare in Focus 2013: How does NSW Measure up? This report by the NSW Bureau of Health 

Information, uses more than 135 indicators to compare NSW with other health systems in Australia 

and 10 other countries. 

Nature Outlook Supplements These free supplements from Nature focus on specific research 

topics. During March and April, supplements on Obesity, Schizophrenia, Cancer Treatment and 

Vaccines were released, including research from several of AAMRI's member institutes. 

 

6.  Funding & award opportunities 

Australian Museum Eureka Prizes - includes prizes for research and innovation; leadership and 

commercialisation; science communication and journalism; and school science. Note to early career 

researchers - criteria for the early career researcher prize have been broadened to include 5 years 

post-phD. Nominations close 2 May.  

Peter Doherty Awards for Excellence in Science and Science Education (Qld only) - recognises 

students, teachers, support officers, schools and science education partners. Applications close 2 

May. 

Diabetes Australia Research Program - provides over $3.5M to vital diabetes research projects 

across Australia. Projects focused on behavioural research, self management education/support, 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health, and cultural diversity are encouraged. Applications are 

due by 5 May.  

http://aoasg.org.au/open-access-repositories-at-australian-institutions/
http://www.arcs.com.au/
http://press.anu.edu.au/titles/planning-and-managing-scientific-research/
http://press.anu.edu.au/titles/planning-and-managing-scientific-research/
http://www.sciencearchive.org.au/ecr/ecrlist.html
http://www.industry.gov.au/industry/IPtoolkit/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.ipaustralia.gov.au/about-us/reports/australian-ip-report-2014
http://www.bhi.nsw.gov.au/publications/annual_performance_report_series/healthcare_in_focus_2013
http://www.nature.com/nature/archive/supplements.html
http://australianmuseum.net.au/eureka
http://education.qld.gov.au/curriculum/area/science/all-stars.html
http://www.diabetesaustralia.com.au/research/DART/


RACGP Foundation Research Grants and Awards - a diverse range of grants are available. 

Applications close 5 May. 

Gates Foundation: Grand Challenges in Global Health - Grand Challenges Explorations Round 13 

is now open across a range of topics, including measuring foetal and infant brain development, 

inciting health behaviours, interventions for enteric dysfunction  and more. Closes 6 May, 11.30am 

Pacific Daylight Time. 

Australia Japan Emerging Research Leaders Exchange Program - funding for eight mid-career 

researchers to travel to Japan in November 2014 to undertake two weeks of institutional placements. 

Applications due 8 May, 9am AEDT.  

Leukaemia Foundation Australia is offering a number of grant opportunities. Closing dates range 

from 9 May - 12 Sept 2014. 

2014 SA Science Excellence Awards (SA only), including SA Scientist of the Year, sponsored by 

the SA Department of Further Education, Employment, Science and Technology. Applications close 

16 May. 

veski awards & fellowships (Vic only) 

 veski innovation fellowships - to bring outstanding researchers (typically in the top 5% of 

their respective fileds) to Victoria; includes biotechnology and biomedical categories; open to 

Australian and non-Australian Researchers. Nominations due 21 May. 

 Victoria Prize for Science & Innovation - $50K per prize will be awarded to outstanding 

science leaders. Nominations close 5 June. 

 Victoria Fellowships - 12 fellowships, including 6 in life sciences, to undertake a short-term 

overseas study mission to assist in developing a commercial idea. Nominations close 5 June. 

The Prime Minister's Prizes for Science - considered the nation's finest for excellence in science 

and science teaching. Stage one nominations close 29 May.  

Ramaciotti Biomedical Research Grants - Applications for the $75K Ramaciotti Establishment 

Grants for emerging researchers and the $50K Ramaciotti Medal for Excellence in Biomedical 

Research for an individual who has made an outstanding discovery close on 30 May. 

Australian Academy of Science Awards 

 Funding for research conferences - Expressions of Intent are due by 30 July. 

 Research Awards - applications due by 30 July. 

 Travelling Fellowships - several travelling fellowship programs are open, with applications 

due 30 July. 

 

  

http://www.racgp.org.au/support/foundation/grantsawards/grants/
http://www.grandchallenges.org/Pages/Default.aspx
http://www.atse.org.au/atse/activity/international-collaboration/exchanges/content/activity/international-collaboration-content/exchange-content/aust-japan-emerging.aspx
http://www.leukaemia.org.au/research/current-funding-opportunities/applications
http://www.dfeest.sa.gov.au/science-research/science-awards
http://www.veski.org.au/fellowships
http://industry.gov.au/science/InspiringAustralia/PrimeMinistersPrizesforScience/Pages/AboutthePrizes.aspx
http://www.perpetual.com.au/ramaciotti/applications.htm
http://science.org.au/awards/


 7. Upcoming conferences & events 

Save the Date: AAMRI 2014 National Convention, Canberra, 27-28 October. The AAMRI 

Convention is a free event for AAMRI member organisations only. We encourage MRI Directors to 

attend and to invite a representative from their Board, their COO and/or another member of their 

executive (e.g. CFO, Deputy Director).  

World Congress of Cardiology 2014 - Melbourne, 4-7 May 

CRC Association National Conference - Perth, 20-21 May 

AusMedTech and CSIRO Medical Devices Forum - Melbourne, 22 May 

Science at the Shine Dome 2014 - Canberra, 27-29 May 

Australian Telomere and DNA Repair Workshop - Sydney, 16-17 June 

Short Telomere Syndromes Conference - Sydney, 18 June 

BIO International Convention - San Diego, 23-26 June. AusBiotech is organising Australia's 

delegation. For more information contact Sharlene Gunatilake on 03 9828 1400. 

EMBL Australia PhD Course - Melbourne, 30 June  

20th International AIDS Conference - Melbourne, 20-25 July 

Medical Oncology Group of Australia (MOGA) Annual Scientific Meeting - Sydney, 6-8 August 

Tech Transfer Summit 2014 - Adelaide, 2-3 September 

15th International Conference on Systems Biology - Melbourne, 14-18 September 

AusBiotech 2014 National Conference - Gold Coast, 29-31 October 

NHMRC 3rd Annual Symposium on Research Translation - Melbourne, 12 - 13 November 

2014 ARC/NHMRC Research Administrators' Seminar - Canberra, 3-4 December 

Australia/China Life Science Summit 2015 - AusBiotech is considering opportunities to hold the 

event both in Australia and/or China in 2015, and would appreciate feedback, particularly if 

your organisation would consider attending the event if it were to be held in mainland China. 

Expressions of interest are invited. 

 

If you would prefer not to receive the AAMRI e-newsletter, please email admin@aamri.org. 

 

http://www.world-heart-federation.org/congress-and-events/world-congress-of-cardiology-scientific-sessions-2014/
http://conference.crca.asn.au/
http://www.ausbiotech.org/evredir.asp?evlink=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.eventspro.net%2Fausbiotech%2Fcm.esp%3Fid%3D7300040%26start%3Deiscript%26cd%3D42657%26pageid%3DEVENTDET%26ev%3D140522
http://www.science.org.au/events/sats/sats2014/registration.html
http://www.cmri.org.au/Research/Workshops-and-Symposia/Telomere-and-DNA-Repair-Workshop
http://www.cmri.org.au/Research/Workshops-and-Symposia/Short-Telomere-Syndrome-Symposium
http://convention.bio.org/
callto:03%209828%201400
http://www.emblaustralia.org/About_us/Events/EMBL_Aust_PhD_Course.aspx?utm_source=Newsletter+EMBL+Australia&utm_campaign=c01da2a3df-29_01_14&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_32d365c4d0-c01da2a3df-126735709&ct=t%2829_01_14%29
http://www.aids2014.org/
http://www.moga.org.au/news-events/news/moga-asm-2014-calling-abstracts
http://www.techtransfersummit.com.au/
http://www.icsb14.com/
http://ausbiotechnc.org/
https://secure.icmsaust.com.au/ei/cm.esp?id=718&pageid=_40W0QXGSF&showpage=login&src=eiscript&cd=1298951505
http://arc.gov.au/supported_activities/research_seminar2014.htm
http://www.ausbiotech.org/updates/details.asp?cat=4&id=1084&returnToUrl=%2Fdefault%2Easp

